Fourth Sunday Iin Lent
March 18, 2007
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Welcome Song: More Precious Than Silver
Welcome

Welcome Song: More Precious Than Silver
Pastoral Prayer

Call to Worship

Sharing of the Peace

Confession

P: It is our belief that in order to be right with God, we must confess our
sins and ask God for his forgiveness. If we confess our sins and ask for
forgiveness, God will forgive our sins and we will be children of God.
Let us join together to seek forgiveness from our almighty God.

C: Loving God, your love for us is sometimes so har d to accept, for
we know how often we disappoint you. We have wander  ed so far
away from our true home. We have given in to despai  rand let a
river of tears fall from our eyes. We have been too proud to ask for
help. Loving God, always waiting, speak to our hear  ts and quicken
our steps back to you. You do indeed remember usan  d welcome
us home. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us, and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister, |
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Praise Songs: Come and Behold Him
There is a Redeemer
Amazing Grace



P: Let us pray:

C: God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive, graciously
cleanse us from all sin and make us strong; thro  ugh your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead
of the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites
symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.
The LORD said to Joshua, "Today | have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt." And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

OWhile the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. *On the day
after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and parched grain. **The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of

Canaan that year.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

In Jesus' death on the cross, God works to persuade us of divine love so that we
might be reconciled to God. As part of God's new creation, we are challenged to
share with others the good news of our reconciled relationship to God.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. }’So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! *2All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; *that is, in

Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses



against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. ?°So we are

ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Song: Lead Me To The Cross of Jesus

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jesus tells a story about a son who discovers his father's love only when he walks
away from it. But the father's grace is also a crisis for an older brother, who
thought that by his obedience he had earned a place in the father's home.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] ?And

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them."

%30 he told them this parable: ***There was a man who had two sons. **The
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. **A few days later
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there
he squandered his property in dissolute living. **When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.
53S0 he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent
him to his fields to feed the pigs. **He would gladly have filled himself with the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. *’But when he
came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! * will get up and go to my
father, and | will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you; *°I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands." ' *°So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around

him and kissed him. ?Then the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against



heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.' ?But the
father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 22And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; **for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!" And they began to celebrate.

#"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. °He called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. ?’He replied, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' ®Then he became angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. >*But he
answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years | have been working like a slave for
you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. **But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!" *Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. **But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother
of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.""

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message

Song for Today : Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling



Apostle’s Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator o  f heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ~ ed, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third da  y he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated atth e right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the livi  ng and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Chu  rch, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the r esurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Offering : Choir sings
Offertory song: Now We Offer

P: And on the night of the passover, they were together in the dining
room. And Jesus said to them, “I have been looking forward to eating
this meal with you. | will not eat again until | reach my home in
heaven.” He took the bread, broke it and gave it to them saying, “Take
and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” He then took the cup and gave it to them saying, “This is my
blood, shed for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven Hallowed be thyn ame. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, On Earth asitisi  n heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us ou r trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead u s notinto
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, Forever and ever, AMEN.

Communion

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.



Benediction

P: Remain in God’s grace, abide in Christ’s love and dwell in the Spirit’s
presence as you are prompted to do deeds of justice. May your journey
through Lent lead you ever closer to the heart of God, and may God walk
with you all your days.

C: Amen.
Ending Song : Prayer of Dedication
P: Go in peace to serve the Lord and spread the Good News.

C: Thanks be to God.

Calendar March/April 2007

Sunday, March 18, Fourth Sunday in Lent
Fellowship 9:15 am, Learning 9:30 am, Worship 10:30 am

Thursday, March 22, Alpha 7 pm; Choir Practice 7 pm

Sunday, March 25, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Fellowship 9:15 am, Learning 9:30 am, Worship 10:30 am

Sunday, April 1, Palm Sunday
Fellowship 9:15 am, Learning 9:30 am, Worship 10:30 am

Thursday, April 5, Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm

Friday, April 6, Good Friday, Service at 7:30 pm

Saturday, April 7, Healing Worship at 5:00 pm



Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32| 3/18/2007

A parable is a short story with a central message. Today the choir tells theosy through

song. Below is the story in today’s terms. The Prodigal Son

There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me
the share of the property that will belong to me.” So the father divided his property between
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and stuffed it into the pockets of his
cargo pants. He then traveled to a distant country where the weight in his pockets kept drag-
ging his pants down, and tripping him up, until finally, he was left in just his underwear, with

his money all gone. After trying unsuccessfully in that condition to earn enough to buy food, he
was desperately hungry and felt totally abandoned.

Well, isn’t that typical? Isn’t that like the problems we have and then — grabdnitigef gusto,

we walk away from anyplace where we’ve been truly loved and which we nowalaaie

behind? Somehow, it is impossible to leave such a place without the weight of guilt and bad
choices filling the pockets of our pants.

For example: Here’'s a student, off to college. There, sporting her
newfound sophistication and a couple of new concepts she learned in
Psych 101, she joins with a few other students in ragging on their
parents, discounting them as dinosaurs in their ideas and as
dysfunctional in their relationships. Her stories from home provide a
few good laughs for her friends, as their stories do for her. The only
thing is, later, in the quiet of her room, she feels like she has betrayed
something, and she is flooded with shame.

Pastor Dave
Sermon Notes

Love, you see, real love, always has a lasting effect. When we turn
away from it, the weight of our own stupidity can feel like the weight of the world in our
pockets, dragging down the fancy pants in which we are arrayed and exposing us as the
misguided fools we’ve becomdre we saying love weighs us down@eed. Jesus once called
people to follow him by saying, “My burden is light” (Matthew 11:30). Most of the,tinge
emphasize the “light” part of that statement.

But Jesus also called his way a “burden” — a lightweight one for sure — but onenawitphe
substance that it cannot be dismissed as nothing at all. God’s love and Christ’'s walylike
the emperor’s new clothes that aren’t really there. Rather true love, irgluginan love, has a
mass that weighs upon us when we abuse it.

So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. ... And they began
to celebrate
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Pray for the Holy Spirit to come into our heartgtepare us to serve God.
Pray for Jesus to reveal your vision for Christicdor Lutheran Church.
Pray for Jesus to ready us to become instrumentsufHealing touch.

Pray for Jesus to reveal leaders to help developnoustry,
Pray for Jesus to show Christus Victor provisionthe vision he has

fulfilled in our permanent home.
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Thank You
Worship HelperslT
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