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John 17:3 
 
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent.” 
 
In chapter 17 of the Gospel of John, Jesus prays 

for himself.  Then Jesus prays for his disciples.  And in the last portion of the chapter Jesus 
prays for all believers and all those people who will become believers.  And he prompts the 
prayers of disciples over time. 
 
I pray as well.  For myself and Denise as we say goodbye to all of you at Christus Victor with 
all of the souls and memories of nearly 19 years of ministry.  Our lives, hearts and souls have 
been intertwined with all of you and people no longer here now.   
 
I can hear myself laughing really loud at times as we are known to do at Christus Victor.  Along 
with the bright and surprising response of a Wiggler or child at the 10:30 am worship.  I can 
feel myself wanting to shed a tear at a profound moment of someone’s departure from the area 
or even from life itself.   
 
There are moments when people have connected with Jesus in the silence of a moment of coun-
sel or private confession.  Unburdening themselves and filling me with awe at the trust they 
place in me and the evidence of their need for peace from the Lord. 
   
I can hear years of AMEN at the end of a prayer of grace at a pot luck meal, picnic or other time 
of appeal.  
  
I thank God for questions from child, teen or adult about how to know what you are thinking is 
from God and not just a thought of your own.   
 
I hope God has planted and nurtured many seeds of faith through Denise and me which will 
bear fruit long after we have departed.  
  
I am finally at a loss for words at the profound life I/we have lived here and the incredible list 
of people, experiences, growth evidenced in many ways.   

 



How do you know when it is time to depart from a place?  You pray and think and pray and 
think.  You let God lead the way and prepare your way as much or more than you have pre-
pared the way of the Lord.  You settle into the blessed grace of God who gently moves you 
through what it takes to begin to think of saying good bye to all of you at Christus Victor and 
hello to another group of faithful.  Goodbye, which is a shortened form of God be with ye! 
 

With much love, Pastor Dave and Denise 

 
Dear Lord,  
 
We thank you for Pastor Dave and Denise and for the years they have spent with us 
at Christus Victor. We pray that you would bless them in their new home in Penn-
sylvania. Please keep them safe and well, and bless them in all that they do.  
 
We pray that they will know how much we loved and appreciated both of them and 
how much they will be missed.  
 
We thank you Lord for sending them to us when we needed a Pastor.  
 

Amen 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Your heart will be where your treasure is. 

Matthew 6:21 
 

 The most powerful life is the most simple life. The 
most powerful life is the life that knows where it’s going, that 
knows where the source of strength is, and the life that stays free 
of clutter and happenstance and hurriedness. 
 
 Being busy is not a sin. Jesus was busy. Paul was 
busy. Peter was busy. Nothing of significance is achieved with-
out effort and hard work and weariness. Being busy, in and of 
itself, is not a sin. But being busy in an endless pursuit of things 
that leave us empty and hollow and broken inside -- that cannot 
be pleasing to God. 
 

 One source of man’s weariness is the pursuit of things that can never satisfy; but 
which one of us has not been caught up in that pursuit at some time in our life? Our passions, 
possessions, and pride--these are all dead things. When we try to get life out of dead things, the 
result is only weariness and dissatisfaction. 
 

Walking with the Savior, Max Lucado 

 
 

 
 

 

We reached our goal of 26 new windows for our 
church. This should help greatly in our energy costs 
for both summer and winter. We thank each and 
everyone who participated.  A Contract is in place 
and installation could proceed in Early October. 

Our yard sale was such a success we decided to do 
it again this Fall on Oct. 23rd. Save up your good 
but unwanted household items to donate to the 
church. We will also be having a Fall Community 
Event the same day. More details to follow. 



 
 

Please Join Us For An Exciting 6- Week Adventure! 
 

WHY? 
 

· To discover the untapped power of a deeper prayer life 
· To become better acquainted with that person who sits on the 
other side of the sanctuary 
· To have opportunities to share what a life of faith means to 
you 
· To learn how to have an eternal influence on someone you 
love, someone you like and even a perfect stranger 

 
 
 

Unbinding Your Heart Starting the Week  
of September 12th 

 
 

Join us for a very special, all-church study of Unbinding Your Heart. “This book is about unty-
ing the knots that keep us from living exciting lives” with God and with each other. “It’s about 
unbinding the Good News that God adores us and everyone else, that God has shown this to us 
through Jesus Christ.” It’s also a prayer journal with many forms of classic Christian prayer in-
cluded in the daily prayers that accompany the study. We are forming small groups and would 
love to have you join us. You can share in the group experience with no pressure to “do” any-
thing other than read each week’s chapter, do the daily prayer exercises and attend six meetings. 
People in churches across the country are excited about what is happening in their congrega-
tions through their Unbinding Your Heart groups: deeper relationships with God, a rich, mean-
ingful personal prayer life, and a new sense of God’s activity in their lives. People are saying 
they can be more ‘real’ with others as their relationship with God grows … and that this extends 
to relationships within their families and with people in every area of their lives. 
 
You may use the sign-up sheets in the Narthex, or all the church at 703-680-1058 for group 
meeting days and times. 

 
 
 
 

We’d love to have you with us! 



 
 
 

News from SERVE 
 
 
 

 
I have never let my schooling interfere with my education. 

  ~Mark Twain 
 

 
It’s Finally Here!!  The new refrigeration unit has arrived, been installed and is up and running!  
It’s huge, with separate entrances for both the refrigeration freezer units.  Thank you to Every-
one who supported us this year in our campaign to make this possible!  Stop by the Food Ware-
house sometime so you can see the results of your support! 
 
We already know September will be a busy month.  On September 15, the Manassas and Bull 
Run Rotary Clubs will hold the annual Lou Maroon Golf Tournament in support of SERVE 
at the Piedmont Club in Haymarket.  For more information on this event, please contact Stepha-
nie Berning, Event Specialist, at 703-219-2120 or email sberning@nvfs.org. 
 
On Saturday, September 25, SERVE will be hosting a Kids Carnival  for the shelter children.  
Last year’s event was a big success, with a donated moon bounce, bean bag toss, sack races and 
cookout for all to enjoy.  The event will take place in SERVE’s traffic circle from 12pm to 4pm 
on the 25th, and about 10 volunteers of all ages are needed to help set up, operate the games and 
clean up afterwards.  Please contact me for more information and to sign up. 
 
Also coming September 25 – Yard Sale!  Stay tuned for more information! 
 
In September, there will be one volunteer orientation, on Tuesday, September 14 at 5:30pm.  
New volunteers must attend an orientation prior to volunteering with SERVE.  The program 
takes about 90 minutes, and includes a tour of the facility.  Please contact me for more informa-
tion or to sign up. 
 
 
    Jan Hawkins 
    Volunteer Coordinator 
    703-367-6742, email jhawkins@nvfs.org   
    



 

Sept.8 
 
Sept. 13 
 
Sept. 13 
 
Sept. 19 
 
Sept. 19 
 
Sept. 22 
 
Sept. 23 
 
Sept. 26 
 
Sept. 27 
 
Sept. 30 
 
 

Frank Simione 
 
Jack Garrison 
 
Cason Garrison 
 
George Neiser 
 
John Neiser 
 
Ruth Neiser 
 
Matthew Thompson 
 
Donald O’Mahony 
 
Barry Lober 
 
Trina Miller 
 
 

Oct. 1 
 
Oct. 3 
 
Oct. 4 
 
Oct. 5 
 
Oct. 18 
 
Oct. 24 
 
Oct. 29 

Rich Metz 
 
Debbie Thompson 
 
Zachary Garduno 
 
Adam Miller 
 
Matthew Lober 
 
Danielle Kelly 
 
Jeffrey Mundt 

 
Sept. 6 
 
Sept. 20 
 
Sept. 23 
 
Oct. 1 
 
Oct. 21 
 
Oct. 29 

 
Frank and Ruth Simione 
 
Ron and Betty Mundt 
 
Randi and Trina Miller 
 
Rich and Jane Metz 
 
Jim and Pat Kunkel 
 
Norm and Kathy Lober 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

Sept. 1 
 
Sept. 2 
 
Sept. 5 
 
 
Sept. 8 
 
Sept. 9 
 
Sept. 12 
 
 
Sept. 13 
 
Sept. 18 
 
Sept. 19 
 
 
Sept. 20 
 
 
Sept. 23 
 
Sept. 25 
 
Sept. 26 
 
 
Sept. 27 
 
Sept. 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boy Scout Troop 43 7:00 PM. 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
Adult Bible Study - 9:00 AM., Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship 
Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
Church Council Meeting (Business) 6:30 PM. - 7:30 PM. 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 9:00 AM.,  
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Services - 10:30 AM.  
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 7:30 PM. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 8:00 A.M. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 9:00 AM., 
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study 7:30 PM. 
Church Council Meeting (Mission) 6:30 PM. - 7:30 PM 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
Synod Assembly  
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 9:00 AM., 
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study 7:30 PM.  
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCTOBER CALENDAR  
 

Oct. 3 
 
 
Oct. 4 
 
Oct. 5 
 
Oct. 7 
 
Oct. 10 
 
 
Oct. 11 
 
Oct. 14 
 
Oct. 16 
 
Oct. 17 
 
 
Oct. 18 
 
Oct. 19 
 
Oct. 20 
 
Oct. 21 
 
Oct. 23 
 
Oct. 24 
 
 
Oct. 28 
 
Oct. 31 
 
 
 
 
 

“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study  - 9:00 AM., 
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study 7:30 PM. 
 
Church Council Meeting (Business) 6:30 PM. - 7:30 PM. 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 9:00 AM., 
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study 7:30 PM. 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 8:00 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study - 9:00 AM., 
Children’s Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM., Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
“Unbinding Your Heart” Small Group Study 7:30 PM. 
 
Church Council Meeting (Mission) 6:30 PM. - 7:30 PM.  
 
Columbus Day 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
Yard Sale 7:00 A.M. - 12 Noon.  Fall Community Event 9:00 AM - 12 Noon. 
 
Wiggle & Worship & 9:30 AM, Adult Bible Study - 9:00 AM, 
Worship Service - 10:30 AM. 
 
Choir Practice 7:00 PM. 
 
Wiggle & Worship - 9:30 AM, Adult Bible Study - 9:00 AM,  
Worship Service - 10:30 AM.  (Halloween) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Learning More About the ELCA 

Leadership 

A Commitment to Shared Leadership 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has interdependent leadership through each of its 
three expressions--10,000-plus congregations, 65 synods, and one churchwide organization. 
Each expression works together, under the guidance of the Churchwide Assembly and Church 
Council, to ensure a strong foundation of leadership that enables faithful proclamation of the 
gospel and expressive worship, community involvement, open dialogue and a culture of support 

Office of the Presiding Bishop 

The presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is elected to a six-year 
term by the Churchwide Assembly, In addition to fulfilling such roles as preacher, teacher and 
administrator of the sacraments, which traditionally belong to the office of bishop, the presiding 
bishop of this church serves as president and chief executive officer of the corporation and 
oversees the staff, budget, and overall administration of the church. 

The presiding bishop chairs the biennial Churchwide Assembly and provides for the preparation 
of agendas for the assembly, the Church Council and its executive committee, the Conference 
of Bishops, and the Cabinet of Executives. The presiding bishop is also the chief ecumenical 
officer of this church, and provides leadership and care for the bishops of the synods. 

In August 2001, the Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA elected Mark S. Hanson to serve as 
presiding bishop. 

  
“Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we are 

claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the world.” 
 

--ELCA Mission Statement 



 

Christus Victor Lutheran Church 
15012 Dumfries Rd. 
Manassas, VA 20112 

703-680-1058    Email: christusvictor2@verizon.net 
www.cvlc.org    

Facebook: The Red Brick Church 
 

“The Red Brick Church” 
At Minnieville Road on Route 234 (south) 

 
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 AM 

Wiggle and Worship 9:30 AM  

(for Children 5th grade and younger and their families) 
Adult Bible Class 9:00 AM   

 
Our purpose is to celebrate God’s love and help people 

To know Jesus through: 
 

WORSHIP  FELLOWSHIP  MINISTRY 
EVANGELISM  DISCIPLESHIP 


